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Neighbourhood Watch in
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby
eNewsletter #501 - 18 May 2021
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a service for
residents in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is a new type of
Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available technology to keep people more connected
and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.
The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from our local police at the Ku-ring-gai PAC
Facebook page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar
with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-of-view this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime prevention tip(s), an
upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from residents, or an item from another
Police command ("Crooks know no boundaries!").
🚓 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our NHW in
Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions and thank you for your
support.
🚓 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family, colleagues
and neighbours.
🚓 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.

18 May, It's been a busy week this last week in Kuring-gai PAC

18 May, Having custody of a knife in a public place is an offence in NSW
and you can be charged.

17May, from NSW Police Force

When you are waiting to turn right at traffic lights, and they change yellow or red
while you’re in the intersection, which is the correct statement?
a) You have right of way and can proceed to turn right.
b) Do not attempt to move the vehicle and remain stationary.
c) You must turn right as soon as it’s safe to do so.
d) Reverse back slightly so the vehicle doesn’t block traffic.
To find out the correct answer, visit site here.

16 May, from Traffic and Highway Patrol Command: National Road Safety
Week - 16th to 23rd May 2021
Today marks the start of National Road Safety Week for 2021.
Each day of the campaign, New South Wales Traffic and Highway Patrol
Command will be sharing information and videos about this important
awareness campaign.
Each time you see a 'yellow' ribbon this week, or read the words, 'Drive So
Others Survive', spare a thought for those we've lost on our roads and the
families and friends that have been left behind.
This week is also an opportunity for us all to think about the decisions we make
on the road and how we can each do our small part to help keep each other
safe.
For more information, please visit site here.

16 May, from NSW Road Safety - NSW GOV
Every year around 1,200 people are killed and 44,000 seriously injured on
Australian roads. Let's pause to remember them at midday today. And every
time we get behind the wheel.
Watch video here.

14 May, from NSW Police Force [Edited]

The NSW Government, together with the NSW Police Force, has announced a
$1 million reward for information into the disappearance of Revelle Balmain
more than 26 years ago.
Revelle Balmain, then aged 22, was last seen in the Kingsford area on
Saturday 5 November 1994.

Her personal property – including a make-up bag, keys and a shoe – was later
found scattered near Ainslie Street.
Ms Balmain was reported missing later that evening and has not been seen or
heard from since.
Despite extensive investigations by local police at the time and over the years,
no one has been charged in relation to her disappearance.
A Coronial Inquest in 1999 found that Revelle had died at the hands of a person
or persons unknown, and the matter was referred to the Unsolved Homicide
Unit for future investigation.
Last year, a formal review of the case was conducted under the new unsolved
framework and assigned to a senior detective from the Central Metropolitan
Region for re-investigation under Strike Force Aramac.
As inquiries continue, police are renewing their appeal to the community to
come forward with any information that may assist detectives with their
inquiries.
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, David Elliott, today announced the
reward for information to solve the case had been lifted from $250,000 to $1
million.
“Ms Balmain was only 22-years-old, and her sudden disappearance has been
deeply felt by her family and friends for more than 26 years,” Minister Elliott
said.
“I am optimistic that the significant increase in the reward will help detectives
obtain new information relating to Ms Balmain’s disappearance and hopefully
hold someone to account.”
State Crime Command Director, Detective Chief Superintendent Darren
Bennett, said the re-investigation into Revelle’s disappearance is being
conducted by a senior detective with significant investigative experience.
“Over the years, the support from the community in the pursuit to locate Revelle
Balmain and piece together her last movements has been very beneficial to
police,” Det Ch Supt Bennett said.

“With fresh eyes now being cast over more than two decade’s worth of
statements and intelligence reports, as well as physical and forensic evidence,
it is our hope that justice will be found.”
Strike Force Aramac lead investigator, Detective Chief Inspector Stuart Bell,
welcomed the reward and thanked the NSW Government and Homicide Squad
for their ongoing support.

14 May, from Ku-ring-gai Command: Patrolling Westfield Hornsby Mall keeping us all safe

13 May, from The Hills Police Area Command

12 May, from Ku-ring-gai Command: Keeping our dogs safe ... it's the
'leash' we can do.

This evening I had the pleasure of presenting to the Northern Suburbs Dog
Training Club at St Ives showground where I presented on the topic of “Dog
theft”.
Whilst we haven’t received many reports from owners that their dogs or pets
have been stolen, it is a timely reminder to ensure you take measures to keep
your dog or pets safe.
In a nutshell, here is what we discussed:
• Microchip your dog
• Register your dog
• Never leave your dog, or pet, unattended outside shops.
• Have locks on your gates

• Never let you dog play out the front of your home or in the front garden
unsupervised.
• Keep your dogs in a closed/locked area during the night … and day.
• Have a collar with phone number on it
• When walking your dog always have a lead on it
• Take photographs of your dog and any distinguishing marks it may have.
• Consider installing CCTV around your home – good quality with good nighttime caption.
• Sensor lighting around your home
• Have Facebook and Social Media settings set to highest
privacy settings to minimise personal information becoming readily available to
strangers.
Never give out too much information about your dog or the cost/value of your
dog to a stranger who may have approached you to pat your dog
Let’s keep our pets safe. Thanks ‘fur’ reading

12 May, from Ku-ring-gai Command: What would you do if an emergency
vehicle, ambulance, fire truck or police, drove up behind you with their
lights and sirens activated?

12 May, from The Hills Police Area Command
A man is currently assisting enquiries at Castle Hill Police Station following a
report of damage to NBN Cables in Fairfield City Police Area Command last
week. It is alleged that at 9am this morning 12/5/2021 he attended Castle Hill
Police Station with a number of damaged NBN Cables. Hills Police are urging
any resident who is experiencing NBN outages in the Hills Area to immediately
check the lines on power poles as depicted below. Please call the Police
Assistance line on 131444 to report any similar damage and notify your NBN
provider immediately.

Anyone with information about these incidents is urged to contact Crime
Stoppers: 1800 333 000 or visit site here, or Facebook message The Hills
Police Area Command. Information is treated in strict confidence. The public is
reminded not to report information via NSW Police social media pages.

18 May, from Crime Stoppers NSW: LEAVING CHILDREN HOME ALONE…

Circumstance sometimes dictates that it may be tempting to leave your child at
home while you go off to work or run errands.
There are a few things you MUST keep in mind if you are leaving children
unattended. It is ALWAYS the parents responsibility – and legal obligation –
ensure that their children are safe and properly looked after.
To find out more visit site here. If you know about children who are being
neglected or not properly cared for, you can report online at site here or call us
on 1800 333 000 (24/7).

Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 19 May: Ku-ring-gai Council - Law Week talk "Your Neighbours &
the Law". 6:30-7:30pm @ Gordon Library. Info.
Thursday 27 May: Australia's Biggest Morning Tea, 10-12noon @Turramurra
Masonic Centre.
Tuesday 08 June : Hornsby Shire Council Volunteer Expo 11am-1pm @
Hornsby Mall. NHW will be participating with a crime prevention stall.

17 May, from NSW Police Force
Great news! A man missing from Sydney’s Upper North Shore has been found
safe on the state’s Far South Coast.
The 30-year-old was reported missing in early March, and following extensive
inquiries, he was located safe and well in Eurobodalla National Park yesterday
(Sunday 16 May 2021).
Police would like to thank the media and the community for their assistance.

16 May, from 9news.com.au: How drones are changing the face of
policing in Australia
When Tasmanian police were searching for an alleged murderer in bushland in
the state's north, it was a drone that tracked the suspect down.
Before the man's arrest, Tasmania Police described him as a skilled bushman,
adept in the wild, and possibly having camouflage paint on his face and armed
with a knife.
Tasmania Police said "significant" resources were used in the January search,
including specialist and uniform personnel, sniffer dogs, thermal imaging and a
chopper.
Read more here.

15 May, from Australian Cyber Security Centre
Cybercriminals have a virtual doorway into your computer, tablet or phone when
your software becomes outdated. Turn on automatic updates to help keep them
out. Most software providers ask you to update when a new version has been
released. Always do this when prompted. Act now, stay secure. Visit
cyber.gov.au.

14 May, Australia's Biggest Morning Tea is on Thursday 27 May 2021.
Residents are invited 10-12noon at the Turramurra Masonic Centre. Read more
on page 3 of the May digital edition of the Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Post.

14 May, from Crime Stoppers NSW

Sexual assault is a serious crime that can impact anybody. New South Wales
Police Force understand that reporting sexual assault can be distressing and
traumatic.
If you are a victim of sexual assault you can find out more information and
consider your options by visiting site here.
If you have information to provide to the police about a sexual offender, or
about a sexual assault that has occurred please call Crime Stoppers on 1800
333 000 (24/7) or report online here.

13May, from nsw.gov.au: Proposed Changes to NSW Privacy Laws

Have your say on changes to NSW privacy laws

The Privacy and Personal Information Protection Amendment Bill 2021 aims
to strengthen privacy protection in NSW.
The draft exposure bill proposes mandatory reporting requirements for NSW
public sector agencies to improve the response to data breaches and will
expand NSW privacy laws to capture most state-owned corporations not
already captured by the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988.
To view the draft bill and for information on how to submit feedback, visit site
here.
We encourage any interested individuals and organisations to share feedback
on the draft bill.
Submissions are now open and will close Friday, 18 June 2021.

13 May, from NSW Police Force: SCAM ALERT!

Watch out for phishing emails pretending to be from Netflix. Scammers claim
your account has been cancelled and ask you to enter your payment details to
restart your membership. Don't click on the links and delete the email – it’s a
scam.
Image and info via @Scamwatch

12 May, from North Shore Times

A conman, described by friends as ‘hardworking and polite’, scammed half a
dozen victims by posing as a Kirribilli landlord and posting an online ad on
Gumtree. MORE here. (Apologies, but our volunteers don't have a subscription.
)

From NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby: 'Our 20 Favourite Crime Prevention
Tips for Retirement Communities

Tip #7: KEEP A TORCH AND PHONE BY THE BED. Pre-programme
emergency numbers into the phone —PTO for contact numbers

Tip #11. USE ATMsINSIDE THE BANK. TAKE YOUR TIME. IF YOU ARE

WORRIED ABOUT SOMEONE NEARBY, CANCEL THE TRANSACTION.
HIDE THAT CASH! DON’T ADVERTISE THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE
MONEY. Did you know some supermarkets will let you take out $50 with no
purchase necessary?
Tip #12. WHEN OUTSHOPPING, KEEP YOUR HANDBAG ZIPPED-UP &
WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES. DONOT BE TEMPTED TO LEAVE IT IN A
SHOPPINGTROLLEY. It only takes a second for a thief to steal your purse.
Tip #18. BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR. ‘BUDDY-UP’ WITH A NEIGHBOUR.
HAVE A SIGNAL THAT YOU ARE OK,such as openingyour curtains in the
morning.
Tip #19. TAKE CARE WHEN ANSWERING THE DOOR AFTER SUN-DOWN.
20.KNOW YOUR PHONE NUMBERS. Ensure they are ready and available in
your phone. Include an ICEnumber (In Case of Emergencies) for access by
emergency services.

For more tips and translations, look at our website 'Tips' page here. Or try our
WatchOut! website here, for links to some great information available on the
internet. Or request a copy in your inbox here.

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS
Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000
TTY: 106
NSW Police - Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command (PAC): 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077
Local Police Facebook page: @Kuring Gai PAC
Non-emergency two-way communication
Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444
For non-urgent minor crime (Only victims may report.)
NSW Police Community Portal
Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage, graffiti
or theft.
Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450
NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the Police.

The Police are here to help you.
Crime Stoppers NSW: 1800 333 000
Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity ASAP
Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby:
Website NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org.au
Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Facebook Group NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Twitter @NHWKRGHornsby
Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com

WatchOut! - our own one-stop-shop for crime prevention links:
Website WatchOut.org.au
Facebook @NHWWatchOut
Local Facebook pages/groups:
Neighbourhood Watch - Berowra
Brooklyn Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia, Dural (Rural Areas)
NHW Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia & Dural (Rural Areas) Facebook Group
Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon
Gordon (NSW) Community (incl NHW) Facebook Group
Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby
Neighbourhood Watch - Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah
Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Kuring-gai
Neighbourhood Watch - Normanhurst
Neighbourhood Watch - Pennant Hills
Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives
Neighbourhood Watch - Thornleigh
Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra
Neighbourhood Watch - Wahroonga
Neighbourhood Watch - Warrawee
Face-to-Face/printed newsletter groups:
Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon (part)/Killara (part)/Pymble (part)
Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby (Jubilee St)
Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah
Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives (Lynbara Ave)
Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra (The Chase)

